MAHAMAD TAGHLAK IN SAURASHTRA

But his success against the Mahomedans was not to be
for long, for Mahamad Taghlak Shah marched on Junagadh
and spent two rainy seasons in besieging the fort, which
he eventually captured. Ra Khengar, however, had his
kingdom restored to him, and Mahamad Taghlak returned
to Delhi. However, in A.D. 1346 another incident was
the cause of a second visit being paid to Saurashtra by
the King of Delhi. A cobbler named Taghan, who had
been raised to power in Gujarat, raised a rebellion amongst
the Gujarat nobles against the Mahomedan Governor.
Mahamad Taghlak marched with an army on Anhilwad
to restore order, and Taghan fled to Junagadh and sought
protection from Ra Khengar. In A.D. 1348 Mahamad
Taghlak again led an army against Junagadh and again
reduced it. But Taghan fled to Sind? and Mahamad
Taghlak, after subduing the coast towns and several
petty chiefs, spent the rainy season of A.D. 1349 at
Gondal, where he became very ill with fever. When the
rains were over, he continued his pursuit of Taghan and
entered Sind after him. But his health broke down, and
finally he died at Thatha in A.D. 1351 with his object
unaccomplished.

Shortly before Mahamad Taghlak came against Juna-
gadh, the Gohel chief, Mokheraji (grandson of Sejakji, the
founder of the dynasty) had forwarded the family
ambition by capturing Gogha from the Mahomedans,
and Piram Island from its Koli inhabitants. He settled
in security on Piram, which was strongly fortified. Hear-
ing of the loss of Gogha, Mahamad Taghlak marched
against the Gohels, and in A.D. 1347 Mokheraji was
defeated and slain, and Gogha recaptured.

In A.D. 1351 Ra Khengar IV also died, and his son,
Ra Jayasinha II, succeeded him and ruled for eighteen
years, during which time nothing very eventful appears
to have taken place in Saurashtra. He was followed by
his son, Ra Mahipal V, who in A.D. 1370 recovered
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